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RAVEN: Update this, using responsive class navigation.php text and the body-class.php include file. Also, put class names on list items, not anchor tags, for WP  (march 2016)
Using a Unique Body Tag ID for Page Identification

Because users may enter your site on any page, it’s helpful to provide ways for your site visitors to quickly and easily identify the page they are on, and to understand at a glance the relationship between the current page and other site pages.

One way to identify your web pages is to give the navigation menu item for each page a “you are here” or “current page” state. For example, if your menu text is black, the menu item for the current page might be red.

It’s fairly common to use the same styles for an anchor tag’s “you are here” state and the hover/focus state.

First, we need to assign each page a unique body tag ID. (A class works, too). 

We’re using the body tag because all other HTML elements on the page are nested inside the body tag, which makes it a great choice for writing compound selectors. Really, it could be any tag on the page, as long as that tag encloses the navigation menu anchor tags, and appears on each individual page (i.e. is not part of an include.)

So, on our index page, our body tag looks like this:


<body id=”home”>

… while on the About page our body tag looks like this:


<body id=”about”>

and so on. 

Important note: To make this work, the body tag must appear in the HTML of each individual page: it can’t be part of an include file. 
When we cut our HTML page into includes, we’ll make one include that starts with the Doctype declaration and ends with the last line of code above the body tag. We might call this one “header.php” (even though it does not contain the HTML <header> element) .

We’ll make another include that starts with the first line of code below the body tag, and goes down to the beginning of our page-specific content. We might call this one “nav.php”, assuming this include contains our navigation.

Our index page code now looks like this:

<?php include('includes/header.php'); ?>



<body id=”home”>

<?php include('includes/nav.php'); ?>

(page-specific content goes here…)
Now let’s look at our navigation menu. It probably looks a lot like this:

<nav id="nav-main">

  <ul>


<li><a href="index.php">Home</a></li>


<li><a href="about.php">About</a></li>


<li><a href="services.php">Services</a></li>


<li><a href="products.php">Products</a></li>


<li><a href="location.php">Location</a></li>


<li><a href="contact.php">Contact</a></li>      

  </ul>

</nav>

We want to give each menu item’s <a> tag its own class:

<nav id="nav-main">

  <ul>


<li><a href="index.php" class=”home-link”>Home</a></li>


<li><a href="about.php" class=”about-link">About</a></li>


<li><a href="services.php" class=”serv-link">Services</a></li>


<li><a href="products.php" class=”prod-link">Products</a></li>


<li><a href="location.php" class=”loc-link">Location</a></li>


<li><a href="contact.php" class=”contact-link">Contact</a></li>      

  </ul>

</nav>

Note that this menu code will be the same on every page, so it can be part of an include.

We want the home link to display the “you are here” styles only when it appears on the home page. In other words, only when it’s nested inside the body tag with the id of “home”.

So we write our CSS styles using a compound selector that states: 

“If a #nav-main element with the class of “home-link” is nested inside an element with the id of “home” (which will only happen on the home page), make the text red.”


#home #nav-main .home-link {


     color: #A00;


}

We add similar compound selectors for each page in the site:


#home #nav-main .home-link,


#about #nav-main .about-link,


#services #nav-main .serv-link,


etc. etc. {


     color: #A00;


}

Note that each nested item in the compound selector is separated by a space, while each new selector is separated from the others by a comma. 
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