Styling Vertical Navigation Lists

Web 120 – Web Authoring II 



© 2010-2014 Raven Gildea


Note 1/20/15: I can let go of most of this – they just need a review of nesting lists (it’s in Duckett!) and to learn about <dl>. Write global list styles for indents and margin-bottom on lists and list items. Then do vertical nav as an in-class exercise.

BUT I DO NEED TO TOTALLY RE-DO THE VERTICAL NAV PART FOR REMS AND EMS.

2014 TEST (I messed with padding and margin –server version is un-updated but may contain errors)  Exercise 4: Styling Vertical Lists

Lists are a useful way of organizing information. On a web site, lists make content easy to scan, and therefore easier to read than long paragraphs. I recommend using them whenever you can.

Lists are especially useful for creating site navigation. After all, a navigation menu is a list of places your visitor can go.

Open your basic template file in Dreamweaver and save it as ex4.html. 

To explore the ways we can style lists, let’s start with some very basic HTML:

<nav id="nav-sub">

<p>This is the subnav</p>


<ul>



<li>Home</li>



<li>About</li>



<li>Services</li>



<li>Products</li>



<li>Contact</li>


</ul>

</nav><!-- /nav-sub -->
Of course to be a functioning menu, this list would need <a> tags wrapped around the text, but for now let’s just focus on the list and the list items.

Let’s add some “for development only” styles so we can see what’s going on:

ul {


background-color: green;

}

li {


background-color: red;

}

Aligning the Bullets

Before we go on, let’s take a quick detour to review the box model.


Every HTML block element has, from the inside (the content) out, 


Padding | Border | Margin
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When we add margin to an element, we’ll get space outside the box. 

Margin has no background color.

When we add padding to an element, we’ll get space inside the box. 

Padding shows the element’s background color.

Comment out the body, body * {margin: 0; padding: 0;} reset rule, so we can see the browsers’ default styles. 

Now open your ex3.html file in Firefox, and use the Net Renderer at http://netrenderer.com/ to view the page in IE7, so we can see how the different browsers display list styles differently. 

We can clearly see that IE7 controls list indentation using the left margin, while Firefox uses left padding. 

This is just one good reason for beginning every style sheet by zeroing out the browser’s margin and padding. So let’s uncomment our wildcard reset:


body, body * {



margin: 0; 



padding: 0;

    }

Notice the position of the bullets: because we zeroed out our margins and padding, they are outside our div (and in IE7, they aren’t visible at all). This is probably not where we really want them. We could move them inside our div with this global rule:

ul, ol {




/* global selector to style all lists on the page */

list-style-position: inside;      /* this could also go on the <li> tag instead */
}

Okay, that’s better. But let’s see what happens when our list items wrap a line. Add some text to make a list item wrap to a new line:

<li>Check Out Our Amazing Products</li>

Now we can see that our first line is indented, but the wrapped line isn’t. We can get it to wrap by returning our bullet position to outside, and giving our list either a left margin or a left padding, whichever best suits our purposes:

ul {


/* global selector to style all unordered lists */

list-style-position: outside;  /* this is the default and doesn’t need to be stated */

padding-left: 1.25em;
     /* I got this number by trial and error: you can use it  */
}

Okay, that’s better: a left padding (or margin, if we don’t need to see the background of the <ul> tag) of 1.25em lines up our bullets with the left edge of our paragraph text.  

NOTE: I’m using ems as my measurement here, because it will work no matter what size I give the text on my page.

If we want the bullets to be indented from the left edge of the paragraph text, we can use a larger left padding or margin.

Note that to get our bullets properly aligned in all browsers, we need to do three things:

1. zero out the browser default margin and padding to get uniform results.

2. have a list-style-position: outside; so wrapped lines will indent (this is the default)
3. give your list a padding or margin of at least 1.25em to reset the above rule and bring the bullets inside our container element
Also note: you’ll need to give an <ol> tag a left a padding or margin of 2.25em to get double-digit ordered list numbers (up to 99) to line up with the left edge of your div.

ol {

/* global selector to style all ordered lists */

padding-left: 2.25em;  /* Again, trial and error: but you can copy and paste */
}

Adding Back the Vertical Space

Okay, now our list looks the same in both browsers, but it still doesn’t look very good. We zeroed out the browser default padding and margins, so now our text looks crowded. Let’s give all the paragraphs and lists on our page a little margin-bottom to air things out:


p, ol, ul {



margin-bottom: 0.5em;
/* 8px / 16px */


}

You’ll generally want some margin below each list and paragraph, to add white space between your text items and make your page easier to read. If you need to see a visible background, you can use padding instead.

Note that this adds space below the list, but not between the list items. They will need their own padding or margin. Use a smaller amount of space after list items than after entire lists, so the list items are visually grouped together:


li {



margin-bottom: 0.625em; 
 /* 5px / 16px */

}

Important note: We could use margin or padding for the above rule. Which one we choose will depend on the results we want: padding will show the list items’ background, and margin will not. Vertical margins will collapse, and padding will not.

I use padding when styling navigation menus with background colors.

I use margin when styling text lists for my site’s content.

Setting the Bullet Style

If we find solid disc bullets boring, we can change the style:


ul {



list-style-type: circle;


}

Our options for list-style-type include disc, circle, square, decimal (though I recommend just using an <ol> tag if you want numbered lists), decimal-leading-zero, upper-alpha, lower-alpha, upper-roman, and lower-roman. 

There are also a few more esoteric choices, such as armenian, hebrew, georgian, etc. Have fun, but remember to keep your choices appropriate for your site’s audience.

Another important option is {list-style-type: none;}. But we’ll come back to this one. For now, let’s go back to the default, by not declaring a list-style-type. This gets us the standard disc, or bullet.

Nesting Lists

Now let’s try nesting a list inside another list. To do this, we put the new list, including its <ol> or <ul> tags, after the list item’s text, but before its closing </li> tag.


<ul>



<li>Home</li>



<li>About</li>



<li>Services</li>



<li>Products 

        


<ol>

     


       
<li>More Products</li> 




            <li>Still More Products</li>




            <li>Even More Products</li>




</ol></li>  <!-- this closes the main “Products” list item -->



<li>Contact</li>


</ul>

To make our nested list a bit easier to see, we can give it its own background color:


#nav-sub li ol {



background-color: blue;


}

To give the nested list a bit more vertical room we add some margin-top:


#nav-sub li ol {



background-color: blue;



margin-top: 0.25em;

/* 4px / 16px */

}

And to get rid of the extra margin underneath the nested list, we can return that value to zero:


#nav-sub li ol {



background-color: blue;



margin-top: 0.25em;



margin-bottom: 0;


}

Now let’s briefly comment out our background colors to see how our list actually looks.

Not bad, but not very exciting, either. If we want to use our list for navigation, we’d want something stylish and classy. 

Let’s get rid of the nested list first, and then add some <a> tags to our list items.


<ul>



<li><a href="javascript:;">Home</a></li>



<li><a href=" javascript:;">About</a></li>



<li><a href=" javascript:;">Services</a></li>



<li><a href=" javascript:;">Products</a></li>



<li><a href=" javascript:;">Contact</a></li>


</ul>

Now let’s use what we’ve learned about styling lists and <a> tags to give our menu some swanky styles. 

Add the styles below one at a time, and check after each declaration to see what happened. Leave the development-only background styles on to help see what changes with each new declaration.

#nav-sub ul {


background-color: #E8E8E8;


padding: 0;
/* overrides our global ul padding */

list-style-type: none;


border-bottom: 1px solid #333;
}
#nav-sub li {


border-top: 1px solid #333;


font-size: 0.875em;

/* 14px / 16px */

margin: 0;
 /* overrides our global li margin */
}

#nav-sub li a {



color: #333; 



text-decoration: none;



border-left: 1.25em solid #AAA;
/* 20px / 16px  */


display: block;    


/* fill the list item */
    

padding: 1em 1em 1em 1.25em;
/* 16px / 16px   20px / 16px  */
}
Try temporarily putting a colored background on #nav-sub li a, and comment out the <a> tag padding and the <a> tag display:block; one at a time, to see what happens.

Now remove the colored “development only” backgrounds, and add your hover/focus styles:

#nav-sub li a:hover,

#nav-sub li a:focus {

/* use full descendent selector! */



background-color: #999;



border-left: solid 1.25em #666;
/* 20px / 16px */


color: #FFF; 


}
Use your keyboard to tab through the list and test your focus styles.

And that’s it … a classy vertical navigation menu from a simple list.

Note that the list in your right sidebar (a content list rather than a nav list) should also be appropriately styled now, because our global styles apply to it.

Adding Custom Bullet Images
You can create your own bullet images in PhotoShop, and apply them to your lists.

First, be sure you’ve zeroed out the browser default margins and padding if you haven’t done this already:


body, body * {



margin: 0; 



padding: 0;

    }


Then remove your default bullets and apply the image of your choice to the list item’s background:

li {


list-style-type: none;


background: url(images/mybullet.gif) left center no-repeat;

}

Use padding to move the list item text away from the bullet (remember that the background is included inside the padding area):

li {


background: url(images/mybullet.gif) left center no-repeat;


padding-left: 1em;
/* adjust as needed */
}
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